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Countries worldwide are attempting difficult transitions from state-planned to market economies. Most of
these countries have fragile democratic regimes that are threatened by the high social and political costs of
reform. Governments—and ultimately societies—have to make hard choices about allocating scarce public
resources as they undergo these transitions. A central, often controversial, and most poignant question is how
to protect vulnerable groups and the poor. What compensation, what "safety net" will be provided for them?

Carol Graham argues that safety nets can provide an environment in which economic reform is more
politically sustainable and poverty can be permanently reduced. However, these two objectives frequently
involve trade-offs, as vocal and organized opponents of reform (for obvious political reasons) often concern
governments far more than the poor. These organized and less vulnerable groups tend to place heavy
demands on the scarce resources available to governments at times of economic crisis. Governments that fail
to address the social costs of reform, meanwhile, often face popular opposition that jeopardizes or even
derails the entire market transition--the results of the September 1993 elections in Poland are a case in point.

The author examines these trade-offs in detail, with a particular focus on how political and institutional
contexts affect the kinds of safety nets that are implemented. For example, reaching the poor and vulnerable
with safety nets tends to be more difficult in closed-party systems, such as in Senegal, where entrenched
interest groups have a monopoly on state benefits. In contrast, dramatic political change or rapid
implementation of economic reform undermines the influence of such groups and therefore can provide
unique political opportunities to redirect resources to the poor, as in the case of Bolivia and Zambia. Rather
than focus their efforts on organized interest groups--such as public sector unions--which have a great deal to
lose in the process of reform, governments might better concentrate their efforts on poor groups that have
rarely, if ever, received benefits from the state. The poor, meanwhile, may gain a new stake in the ongoing
process of economic and public sector reform through organizing to solicit the state for safety net benefits.

This is the first book to provide a detailed and comparative analysis of compensation during economic
reform. Graham offers specific examples of resource allocation in three regions: Latin America, Africa, and
Eastern Europe. She features case studies from Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Senegal, Zambia, and Poland.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Samuel:

The book Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Safety
Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies? Several of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Teresa Hanson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies content
conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor:
Transitions to Market Economies is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

John Harrison:

The experience that you get from Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies may
be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor:
Transitions to Market Economies giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies instantly.

Richard Sauls:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to
Market Economies to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to



available a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to
Market Economies can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of these time.
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