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Between 1945 and 1953, while the Soviet Union confronted postwar reconstruction and Cold War crises, its
unchallenged leader Joseph Stalin carved out time to study scientific disputes and dictate academic solutions.
He spearheaded a discussion of "scientific" Marxist-Leninist philosophy, edited reports on genetics and
physiology, adjudicated controversies about modern physics, and wrote essays on linguistics and political
economy. Historians have been tempted to dismiss all this as the megalomaniacal ravings of a dying dictator.
But in Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars, Ethan Pollock draws on thousands of previously unexplored
archival documents to demonstrate that Stalin was in fact determined to show how scientific truth and Party
doctrine reinforced one another. Socialism was supposed to be scientific, and science ideologically correct,
and Stalin ostensibly embodied the perfect symbiosis between power and knowledge.

Focusing on six major postwar debates in the Soviet scientific community, this elegantly written book shows
that Stalin's forays into scholarship can be understood only within the context of international tensions,
institutional conflicts, and the growing uncertainty about the proper relationship between scientific
knowledge and Party-dictated truths. The nature of Stalin's interventions makes clear that more was at stake
than high politics: these science wars were about asserting that the Party was rational and modern, and about
codifying the Soviet worldview in a battle for the hearts and minds of people around the globe during the
early Cold War. Ultimately, however, the effort to develop a scientific basis for Soviet ideology undermined
the system's legitimacy.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Poulsen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars. Try to make book Stalin and
the Soviet Science Wars as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Freddie Valdez:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Edna Dixon:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Stalin and the Soviet
Science Wars to read.

Manuel Pina:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read will be Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars.
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