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A new translation of Pierre Bayle's first great work, which undermines the influence of "superstition" in
political life and laid the groundwork for the separation of church and state.

"I tremble when I recall the terrible appearance [the comet] had on Saturday evening in the clear sky, when it
was observed by everybody with inexpressible astonishment. It seemed as though the heavens were burning,
or as if the very air was on fire[F]rom this little star stretched out such a wonderfully long tail that even an
intellectual man was overcome with trembling; one's hair stood on end as this uncommon, terrible, and
indescribable tail came into view...O wonderful almighty God! The heavens show thy might and the earth
thy handiwork!" -- Eyewitness account of a comet which appeared over Europe on December 24, 1680

The appearance of this comet caused so many panicked inquiries to be made of Pierre Bayle, one of the
Enlightenment's greatest thinkers, that he decided to formally respond to them, hence the present work,
which first appeared in 1682. The book's principle task was to undermine the influence of "superstition" in
political life, and it was here that Bayle made the notorious suggestion, unique in the history of political
thought until then, that a decent society of atheists is possible in principle. There is no other English
translation of this book in print--the only other version was printed in 1708. This translation is based on a
recently revised critical edition of the complete French text and includes a substantial interpretive essay that
both elucidates the arguments of the work and indicates the importance of Bayle in the history of the modern
Enlightenment.

"All students of political philosophy will be in Bartlett's debt when this is published. Because of Bayle's
argument, supporters of religion today have great difficulty in assuming that religion is the only way to
morality. Everybody in the field has heard of Bayle, and most are vaguely aware of the significance of his
argument, but few have read him; and Bartlett now makes this easy." -- Harvey C. Mansfield, Harvard
University
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Paul:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a
Comet. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet. You can add understanding and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Marco Roy:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Various Thoughts on the
Occasion of a Comet book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Frank Anderson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Tommy Worm:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet why because
the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.
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