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The riveting story of how cosmetic surgery and plastic money melted together to create a subprime
mortgage crisis of the body    
 
Plastic surgery has become “the answer” for many Americans, and in American Plastic sociologist Laurie
Essig explores how we arrived at this particular solution. Over the last decade there has been a 465 percent
increase in cosmetic work, and we now spend over $12 billion annually on procedures like liposuction, face-
lifts, tummy tucks, and boob jobs. In this fascinating book, Essig argues that this transformation is the result
of massive shifts in both our culture and our economy—a perfect storm of greed, desire, and technology.
 
Plastic is crucial to who we are as Americans, Essig observes. We not only pioneered plastic money but lead
the world in our willingness to use it. It’s estimated that 30 percent of plastic surgery patients earn less than
$30,000 a year; another 41 percent earn less than $60,000. And since the average cost of cosmetic work is
$8,000, a staggering 85 percent of patients assume debt to get work done. Using plastic surgery as a lens on
better understanding our society, Essig shows how access to credit, medical advances, and the pressures from
an image- and youth-obsessed culture have led to an unprecedented desire to “fix” ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

American Plastic: Boob Jobs, Credit Cards, and the Quest for Perfection can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing American
Plastic: Boob Jobs, Credit Cards, and the Quest for Perfection yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Vincent Baker:

This American Plastic: Boob Jobs, Credit Cards, and the Quest for Perfection is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this American
Plastic: Boob Jobs, Credit Cards, and the Quest for Perfection can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and knowledge.

Jesse Nance:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is actually American Plastic: Boob Jobs, Credit Cards, and the Quest
for Perfection. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Ward Beaver:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims American Plastic: Boob Jobs, Credit
Cards, and the Quest for Perfection.
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