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In the fourth edition, all 17 chapters are fully updated to reflect the latest family law developments.
Developments based on Obergefell v. Hodges are treated fully throughout the new edition.

This popular family law casebook engages students with the significant changes to the American family and
the corresponding evolution of family law doctrine and policy. The book emphasizes that contemporary
families take a variety of forms, including marital and nonmarital relationships, and that constitutional
considerations play an increasingly important role in family law. The fourth edition preserves and builds on
the approach of the earlier editions: presenting core substantive family law doctrine while also exploring
ongoing and emerging policy debates and discussing the importance of cross-disciplinary collaborations with
experts in fields such as psychology and accounting. The book introduces the myriad issues central to family
law practice and to a lawyer’s ethical and professional responsibilities. New cases have been substituted
where appropriate, and the notes following each lead case, statute or article have been thoroughly updated. In
addition, new Problems expand the number of opportunities for actively engaging students.

Contemporary Family Law highlights the issues of professional and ethical responsibility that arise in family
law, not only by using Problems that invite students to engage in role playing, but also by devoting separate
chapters to legal ethics, alternative dispute resolution, and private ordering. While providing a grounding in
the historical and contemporary regulation of marriage, the book also devotes chapters to nonmarital couples
and to establishing parenthood. The book also emphasizes concrete aspects of legal practice and professional
responsibility by, for example, including material at the end of the first chapter on shifting paradigms within
family law practice and the roles of family lawyers, by addressing jurisdictional issues in one integrated
chapter, and by presenting problems for discussion in each chapter that enable students to apply doctrine in
real-life settings that lawyers face.

Moreover, because child custody arrangements lead to some of the most acrimonious family disputes, this
casebook devotes two chapters to custody: the first treats the initial custody decision, and the second
explores continuing litigation concerning visitation, custody, and key childrearing decisions after the initial
disposition, including disputes involving third parties such as cohabitants and grandparents. Both custody
chapters include disputes involving nonmarital children.

New and expanded material in the fourth edition includes full treatment of Obergefell v. Hodges (2015), the
Supreme Court’s ruling on the fundamental right of same-sex couples to marry and to have every state
recognize their marriage, and its ramifications throughout family law. This edition has added a separate
chapter on nonmarital couples, including a section on domestic partnerships, civil unions, and other legal
statuses in the wake of Obergefell; extensive coverage of debt and family finances, reflecting the current
economic climate, as well as new material on how taxes affect families; substantially updated discussion of
the impact of gender in child custody decisions and the current legal status of shared parenting; an expanded
Section on the Hague Convention; detailed discussion of new and emerging reproductive technologies; and
major revisions to the chapter on child support (including recent data on the central role of child support in
low-income families). The chapter on private ordering integrates the new Uniform Premarital and Marital
Agreements Act.



Finally, the comprehensive 700-page teachers manual presents explanations and pedagogical strategies,
including extended exercises, that will help new adopters design a rich course that meets their students’
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From reader reviews:

Ann Tuttle:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Contemporary Family Law
(American Casebook Series) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Donald Diaz:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Contemporary Family Law (American Casebook Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The Contemporary Family Law (American Casebook Series) giving you
one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better
life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Eva Sexton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Contemporary Family Law (American Casebook Series) offer you a new
experience in examining a book.

Norman Ross:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Contemporary Family Law (American
Casebook Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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