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In the playhouses of eighteenth-century France, clerks and students, soldiers and merchants, and the
occasional aristocrat stood in the pit, while the majority of the elite sat in loges. These denizens of the
parterre, who accounted for up to two-thirds of the audience, were given to disruptive behavior that
culminated in full-scale riots in the last years before the Revolution. Offering a commoner's eye view of the
drama offstage, this fascinating history of French theater audiences clearly demonstrates how problems in the
parterre reflected tensions at the heart of the Old Regime.Jeffrey S. Ravel vividly depicts the scene in the
parterre where the male spectators occupied themselves shoving one another, drinking, urinating, and
confronting the actors with critiques of the performance. He traces the futile efforts of the Bourbon
Court?and later its Enlightened opponents?to control parterre behavior by both persuasion and force. Ravel
describes how the parterre came to represent a larger, more politicized notion of the public, one that exposed
the inability of the government to accommodate the demands of French citizens. An important contribution
to debates on the public sphere, Ravel's book is the first to explore the role of the parterre in the political
culture of eighteenth-century France.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Rutland:

Typically the book The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791 will
bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The
Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791 is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Debra Lovern:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a reserve. The book The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-
1791 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book provides high quality.

Clara Demoss:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political
Culture, 1680-1791 can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Contested Parterre:
Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791.

Robert Collado:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the
book The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791 we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791. You can more desirable
than now.
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