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Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926) is widely regarded as the greatest lyric poet of this century. His major
achievements--the New poems, the Sonnets to Orpheus, and the incomparable Duino Elegies--had a
powerful impact on European literature and have been the subject of intense scrutiny and increasing acclaim
since the poet's death. Only in recent years, however, with the emergence of key documentary material, has it
become possible to present the full story of Rilke's life. In A Ringing Glass, Donald Prater's aim is not to add
another stone to the mounting edifice of critical interpretation, but to provide a portrait of the man hmself,
and to show the background in which Rilke's extraordinary vision developed.

And it is an extraordinary background. Rilke's nomadic existence led him from his birthplace in Prague
through Germany, Russian, Spain, Italy, France, and finally Switzerland, He visited Tolstoy at Yasnaya
Polyana, acted for a time as secretary to Rodin, and was friend of Ramain Rolland, Leonid Pasternak, and
Walter Rathenau. He was the protege of Princess Marie von Thurn und Taxis and the lover Lou Andreas-
Salome and Baladine Klossawska (of whose son, the painter Balthus, he was an early patron). Financially
and emotionally, Rilke needed these associations; yet he dedicated himself fully to his art and remained
single-minded in his search for the solitude it required. In his correspondence, from which Prater draws
extensively, Rilke reveals the tragic conflict between his needs as a man and his goals as a poet. "This above
all," he wrote a younger colleague, "ask yourself...must I write? Delve into yourself for a deep answer. And
if this should be affirmative...then build your life according to this necessity."

With this comprehensive biography, readers can themselves delve deeply into the life Rilke built, a life as
courageous and rare as the poetry it left behind.

About the Author:

Donald Prater is the author of European of Yesterday, a biography of Stefan Zweig, and his edition of the
Rilke-Zweig correspondence will appear shortly in Germany.

Aa major new biography of the century's greatest lyric poet

·Draws extensively on Rilke's letters to present an intimate portrait
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From reader reviews:

Micah Stahlman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name A Ringing Glass:
The Life of Rainer Maria Rilke suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The particular book untitled A Ringing Glass: The Life of Rainer Maria Rilkeis the main of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

William Petterson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is A Ringing Glass: The Life of Rainer Maria Rilke this reserve consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Terrance Oneal:

This A Ringing Glass: The Life of Rainer Maria Rilke is brand new way for you who has attention to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this A Ringing Glass: The Life of Rainer
Maria Rilke can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better
life along with knowledge.

Andrew Blanton:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely A Ringing Glass: The Life of Rainer Maria Rilke. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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