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Facing the Spears of Change takes a close look at the extraordinary life of John Papa Ii. Over the years, Ii
faced many personal and political changes and challenges in rapid succession, which he skillfully parried or
grasped firmly and then used to fend off other attacks. He began serving in the household of Kamehameha I
as an attendant in 1810, when he was ten. His early service took place in a time when alii nui (the highest-
ranking Hawaiians) were considered divine and surrounded with strict kapu (sacred prohibitions); breaking a
kapu pertaining to an alii meant death for the transgressor. As an attendant, Ii was highly familiar with the
inner workings of the royal household. He went on to become an influential statesman, privy to the shifting
modes of governance adopted by the Hawaiian kingdom. Ii's intelligence and his good standing with those he
served resulted in a great degree of influence within the Hawaiian government, with his fellow Hawaiians,
and with the missionaries residing in the Hawaiian Islands.At the end of his life, he also became a memoirist
and biographer, who published accounts of key events in his own life and in the lives of others during the
sixty years that he served his kings, his nation, and his people. As a privileged spectator and key participant,
his accounts of alii and his insights into early nineteenth-century Hawaiian cultural-religious practices are
unsurpassed. In this groundbreaking work, Marie Alohalani Brown offers a meticulously researched,
elegantly written, and compelling portrait of an important historical figure in nineteenth-century Hawaii.
Brown's extensive archival research and use of Hawaiian and English language primary sources from the
1800s allows readers to access information that would be otherwise unknown but to a very small circle of
researchers. While recent scholars have to varying degrees noted Ii's importance in Hawaiian history, his life
has been largely neglected as a topic of study. The few scattered lines devoted to him have been merely
tombstone epitaphs in relation to the vast archive available about his life, his political achievements, and his
cultural contributions as a writer.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Facing the Spears of Change: The
Life and Legacy of John Papa `?`? (Indigenous Pacifics) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Scottie Hicks:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Facing the Spears of Change:
The Life and Legacy of John Papa `?`? (Indigenous Pacifics) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Norma Dickerson:

The book untitled Facing the Spears of Change: The Life and Legacy of John Papa `?`? (Indigenous Pacifics)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

James Soltero:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Facing the Spears of Change: The Life and Legacy of John Papa `?`? (Indigenous Pacifics) when
you required it?
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