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If the Wright brothers' 1903 flights in Kitty Hawk marked the birth of aviation, World War | can be called its
violent adolescence—a brief but bloody erathat completely changed the way planes were designed,
fabricated, and flown. The war forged an industry that would redefine transportation and warfare for future
generations. In First to Fly, lauded historian Charles Bracelen Flood tells the story of the men who were at
the forefront of that revolution: the daredevil Americans of the Lafayette Escadrille, who flew in French
planes, wore French uniforms, and showed the world an American brand of heroism before the United States
entered the Great War.

As citizens of aneutral nation from 1914 to early 1917, Americans were prohibited from serving in aforeign
army, but many brave young souls soon made their way into European battle zones. as ambulance drivers,
nurses, and more dangeroudly, as soldiersin the French Foreign Legion. It was partly from the ranks of the
latter group, and with the sponsorship of an expat American surgeon and a Vanderbilt, that the Lafayette
Escadrille was formed in 1916 as the first and only all-American squadron in the French Air Service. Flying
rudimentary planes, against one-in-three odds of being killed, these fearless young men gathered

reconnai ssance and shot down enemy aircraft, participated in the Battle of Verdun and faced off with the Red
Baron, dueling across the war-torn skies like modern knights on horseback.

Drawing on rarely seen primary sources, Flood chronicles the startling success of that intrepid band, and
gives acompelling look at the rise of aviation and a new era of warfare.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Smith:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're still students or that for al peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just smply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book First to Fly:
The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I. All type
of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media

Sheldon Downs;

ThisFirst to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World
War | are generaly reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason
of thisFirst to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For Francein
World War | can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes
Who Flew For France in World War | forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So, let'shaveit and revel in
reading.

Cynthia Miller:

You will get this First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For
Francein World War | by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means
of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your waysto get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Irene Hoyt:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit.
Itisidentified as of book First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew
For France in World War 1. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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