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A tireless champion of the downtrodden, Nelson Algren, one of the most celebrated writers of the 20th
century, lived an outsider’s life himself. He spent a month in prison as a young man for the theft of a
typewriter; his involvement in Marxist groups earned him a lengthy FBI dossier; and he spent much of his
life palling around with the sorts of drug addicts, prostitutes, and poor laborers who inspired and populated
his novels and short stories.

Most today know Algren as the radical, womanizing writer of The Man with the Golden Arm, which won the
first National Book Award, in 1950, but award-winning reporter Mary Wisniewski offers a deeper portrait.
Starting with his childhood in the City of Big Shoulders, Algren sheds new light on the writer’s most
momentous periods, from his on-again-off-again work for the WPA to his stint as an uninspired soldier in
World War II to his long-distance affair with his most famous lover, Simone de Beauvoir, to the sense of
community and acceptance Algren found in the artist colony of Sag Harbor before his death in 1981.

Wisniewski interviewed dozens of Algren’s closest friends and inner circle, including photographer Art Shay
and author and historian Studs Terkel, and tracked down much of his unpublished writing and
correspondence. She unearths new details about the writer’s life, work, personality, and habits and reveals a
funny, sensitive, and romantic but sometimes exasperating, insecure, and self-destructive artist. biography
 
The first new biography of Algren in over 25 years, this fresh look at the man whose unique style and
compassionate message enchanted readers and fellow writers and whose boyish charm seduced many women
is indispensable to anyone interested in 20-century American literature and history.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Farris:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Algren: A Life, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Arthur Haynes:

The guide with title Algren: A Life includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Mildred Lyons:

The book untitled Algren: A Life contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Lewis Shafer:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is Algren: A Life. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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