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In this companion to his book Greetings from Baltimore, Bert Smith takes us on a tour of summers past in
Ocean City, Maryland, and the nearby Delaware beaches, where vacationers have been going for more than a
century to find sun, surf, and souvenirs. Down the Ocean offers awonderful selection of charming postcard
scenes of the early days of these resort towns, when visitors held tight to safety lines and bravely entered the
water dressed in heavy woolen bathing suits. It also takes us through the decades that followed, when
automobiles and the Chesapeake Bay Bridge made jaunts to the ocean more convenient and brought changes
that transformed the mid-Atlantic coast.

Accompanied by Bert Smith's engaging account of local history and lore, the images assembled here
document not just the appearance of beach towns but also the feel of beach life from years gone by. Some
postcards from the first half of the twentieth century were individually hand colored, and many display
photographic tricks, illustrated embellishments, humorous cartoons, or unigque design elements -- making
them far more evocative than mere snapshots.

These postcards capture views of Ocean City's grand hotels of the past, such as the Atlantic, the
Plimhimmon, the Stephen Decatur, and the Commander, as well as smaller cottages, motels, and boardwalk
businesses. Many of these structures have been destroyed by fires, storms, or the ravages of time; others have
been altered beyond recognition or replaced by condominiums. Whether you seek saltwater taffy, a carousel
ride, amoonlight stroll on the boardwalk, or a quiet view of a historic lighthouse, you'll find it al, then as
now, "down the ocean."

"Some of the happiest postcards are those saved or sent from our summer vacations at the ocean. With bright
or faded images of the beach and sun and short messages like 'the weather's hot,' 'the water's cold,' and 'the
fish are hiting,' these colorful souvenirs can instantly take us back to warm breezes, hot sand between our
toes, and the smell of french fries and fresh saltwater taffy... Y ou can almost hear the ragtime pianos of the
pre-World War | years as you turn over a softly colored card of the old Atlantic Hotel and read the greeting
put down in an elegant, flourishing hand, in real ink that flowed from afountain pen in 1910, or imagine
crowds jitterbugging to the joyful jive and swing of the big bands in the 1940s when you see a glowing
technicolor linen-textured card of Rehoboth Avenue, with its wartime message hurriedly scribbled in pencil.”
-- from the Introduction
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From reader reviews:
Adam Jones:

Often the book Down the Ocean: Postcards from Maryland and Delaware Beaches has a lot associated with
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Joaquin Hogan:

Precisely why? Because this Down the Ocean: Postcards from Maryland and Delaware Beaches is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to delay having that book? If | had been you | will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Linda Haag:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Down the Ocean: Postcards from Maryland and Delaware Beaches this reserve
consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal al of you.

Antoinette Hogg:

Y ou can find this Down the Ocean: Postcards from Maryland and Delaware Beaches by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just smply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challengeif you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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