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“A game-changer in the world of biography.” —Mary Beard, The Guardian

Shortlisted for the Costa Biography Award

Born on the brink of the modern world, John Aubrey was witness to the great intellectual and political
upheavals of the seventeenth century. He knew everyone of note in England—writers, philosophers,
mathematicians, doctors, astrologers, lawyers, statesmen—and wrote about them all, leaving behind a great
gift to posterity: a compilation of biographical information titled Brief Lives, which in a strikingly modest
and radical way invented the art of biography.

Aubrey was born in Wiltshire, England, in 1626. The reign of Queen Elizabeth and, earlier, the dissolution of
the monasteries were not too far distant in memory during his boyhood. He lived through England’s Civil
War, the execution of Charles I, the brief rule of Oliver Cromwell and his son, and the restoration of Charles
II. Experiencing these constitutional crises and regime changes, Aubrey was impassioned by the preservation
of traces of Ancient Britain, of English monuments, manor houses, monasteries, abbeys, and churches. He
was a natural philosopher, an antiquary, a book collector, and a chronicler of the world around him and of
the lives of his friends, both men and women. His method of writing was characteristic of his manner:
modest, self-deprecating, witty, and concerned above all with the collection of facts that would otherwise be
lost to time.

John Aubrey, My Own Life is an extraordinary book about the first modern biographer, which reimagines
what biography can be. This intimate diary of Aubrey’s days is composed of his own words, collected,
collated, and enlarged upon by Ruth Scurr in an act of meticulous scholarship and daring imagination.
Scurr’s biography honors and echoes Aubrey’s own innovations in the art of biography. Rather than subject
his life to a conventional narrative, Scurr has collected the evidence—the remnants of a life from
manuscripts, letters, and books—and arranged it chronologically, modernizing words and spellings, and
adding explanations when necessary, with sources provided in the extensive endnotes. Here are Aubrey’s
intricate drawings of Stonehenge and the ancient Avebury stones; Aubrey on Charles I’s execution (“On this
day, the King was executed. It was bitter cold, so he wore two heavy shirts, lest he should shiver and seem
afraid”); and Aubrey on antiquity (“Matters of antiquity are like the light after sunset—clear at first—but by
and by crepusculum—the twilight—comes—then total darkness”). From the darkness, Scurr has wrested a
vibrant, intimate account of the life of an ingenious man.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book John Aubrey, My Own Life will make you to become smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or
reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suited book with you?

Dewayne Campbell:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading the book, we give you that John Aubrey, My Own Life book as starter and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Summer McGaugh:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular John Aubrey, My Own Life can give you a lot
of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have John Aubrey, My Own Life.

Sam Dickson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually John Aubrey, My Own Life.
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