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In this book, art historian Darby English explores the year 1971, when two exhibitions opened that brought
modernist painting and sculpture into the burning heart of United States cultural politics: Contemporary
Black Artists in America, at the Whitney Museum of American Art, and The DeLuxe Show, a racially
integrated abstract art exhibition presented in a renovated movie theater in a Houston ghetto.

1971: A Year in the Life of Color looks at many black artists’ desire to gain freedom from overt racial
representation, as well as their efforts—and those of their advocates—to further that aim through public
exhibition. Amid calls to define a “black aesthetic,” these experiments with modernist art prioritized cultural
interaction and instability. Contemporary Black Artists in America highlighted abstraction as a stance against
normative approaches, while The DeLuxe Show positioned abstraction in a center of urban blight. The
importance of these experiments, English argues, came partly from color’s special status as a cultural symbol
and partly from investigations of color already under way in late modern art and criticism. With their
supporters, black modernists—among them Peter Bradley, Frederick Eversley, Alvin Loving, Raymond
Saunders, and Alma Thomas—rose above the demand to represent or be represented, compromising nothing
in their appeals for interracial collaboration and, above all, responding with optimism rather than cynicism to
the surrounding culture’s preoccupation with color.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Woods:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name 1971: A Year in
the Life of Color suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled 1971:
A Year in the Life of Coloris the main one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Susan Ross:

1971: A Year in the Life of Color can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing 1971: A Year in the Life of Color although
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Michael Kenney:

The book untitled 1971: A Year in the Life of Color contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you
in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Peter Singleton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular 1971: A Year in the Life of Color can give
you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have 1971: A Year in the Life of Color.
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