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Throughout the twelve essays that appear in Ex Oriente Lex, Raymond Westbrook convincingly argues that
the influence of Mesopotamian legal traditions and thought did not stop at the shores of the Mediterranean,
but rather had a profound impact on the early laws and legal developments of Greece and Rome as well. He
presents readers with tantalizing fragments of early Greek or archaic Roman law which, when placed in the
context of the broader Near Eastern tradition, suddenly acquire unexpected new meanings.

Before his untimely death in July 2009, Westbrook was regarded as one of the world’s leading authorities on
ancient legal history. Although his main field was ancient Near Eastern law, he also made important
contributions to the study of early Greek and Roman law. In his examination of the relationship between
ancient Near Eastern and pre-classical Greek and Roman law, Westbrook sought to demonstrate that the
connection between the two legal spheres was not merely theoretical but also concrete. The Near Eastern
legal heritage had practical consequences that help us understand puzzling individual cases in the Greek and
Roman traditions. His essays provide rich material for further reflection and interdisciplinary discussion
about compelling similarities between legal cultures and the continuity of legal traditions over several
millennia.

Aimed at classicists and ancient historians, as well as biblicists, Egyptologists, Assyriologists, and legal
historians, this volume gathers many of Westbrook’s most important essays on the legal aspects of Near
Eastern cultural influences on the Greco-Roman world, including one new, never-before-published piece. A
preface by editors Deborah Lyons and Kurt Raaflaub details the importance of Westbrook’s work for the
field of classics, while Sophie Démare-Lafont’s incisive introduction places Westbrook’s ideas within the
wider context of ancient law.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Harris:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Ex Oriente Lex:
Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law. All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Robert Stewart:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Ex Oriente Lex: Near
Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Luther Ritenour:

Beside that Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on
Ancient Greek and Roman Law because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from today!

George Gentry:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern
Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law or others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and
Roman Law to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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