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Seeking a taste of unspoiled wilderness, more than eight million people visit the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park each year. Yet few probably realize what makes the park unusual: it was the result of efforts to
reclaim wilderness rather than to protect undeveloped land.

The Smokies have, in fact, been a human habitat for 8,000 years, and that contact has molded the landscape
as surely as natural forces have. In this book, Daniel S. Pierce examines land use in the Smokies over the
centuries, describing the pageant of peoples who have inhabited these mountains and then focusing on the
twentieth-century movement to create a national park.

Drawing on previously unexplored archival materials, Pierce presents the most balanced account available of
the development of the park. He tells how park supporters set about raising money to buy the land—often
from resistant timber companies—and describes the fierce infighting between wilderness advocates and
tourism boosters over the shape the park would take. He also discloses the unfortunate human cost of the
park’s creation: the displacement of the area’s inhabitants.

Pierce is especially insightful regarding the often-neglected history of the park since 1945. He looks at the
problems caused by roadbuilding, tree blight, and air pollution that becomes trapped in the mountains’
natural haze. He also provides astute assessments of the Cades Cove restoration, the Fontana Lake road
construction, and other recent developments involving the park.

Full of outstanding photographs and boasting a breadth of coverage unmatched in other books of its kind,
The Great Smokies will help visitors better appreciate the wilderness experience they have sought. Pierce’s
account makes us more aware of humanity's long interaction with the land while capturing the spirit of those
idealistic environmentalists who realized their vision to protect it.

The Author: Daniel S. Pierce teaches in the department of history and the humanities program at the
University of North Carolina, Asheville, and is a contributor to The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and
Culture.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Great Smokies: From Natural
Habitat To National Park book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Stephanie Carlton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day
to reading a guide. The book Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high
quality.

Leonard Palmer:

Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Great Smokies: From
Natural Habitat To National Park nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

James Boyett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of



them is Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park.
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