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The fall of the Berlin Wall marked the end of the Cold War but also the rise of a melancholic vision of
history as a series of losses. For the political left, the cause lost was communism, and this trauma determined
how leftists wrote the next chapter in their political struggle and how they have thought about their past
since. Throughout the twentieth century, argues Left-Wing Melancholy, from classical Marxism to
psychoanalysis to the advent of critical theory, a culture of defeat and its emotional overlay of melancholy
have characterized the leftist understanding of the political in history and in theoretical critique.

Drawing on a vast and diverse archive in theory, testimony, and image and on such thinkers as Karl Marx,
Walter Benjamin, Theodor W. Adorno, and others, the intellectual historian Enzo Traverso explores the
varying nature of left melancholy as it has manifested in a feeling of guilt for not sufficiently challenging
authority, in a fear of surrendering in disarray and resignation, in mourning the human costs of the past, and
in a sense of failure for not realizing utopian aspirations. Yet hidden within this melancholic tradition are the
resources for a renewed challenge to prevailing regimes of historicity, a passion that has the power to
reignite the dialectic of revolutionary thought.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Chacon:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for people. The book Left-Wing Melancholia: Marxism, History, and
Memory (New Directions in Critical Theory) ended up being making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Left-Wing
Melancholia: Marxism, History, and Memory (New Directions in Critical Theory) is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Left-Wing Melancholia: Marxism,
History, and Memory (New Directions in Critical Theory). You never sense lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Mary Conley:

The reserve untitled Left-Wing Melancholia: Marxism, History, and Memory (New Directions in Critical
Theory) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Left-Wing
Melancholia: Marxism, History, and Memory (New Directions in Critical Theory) from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Brittany Belliveau:

The reason? Because this Left-Wing Melancholia: Marxism, History, and Memory (New Directions in
Critical Theory) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write
the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Diane Merryman:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Left-Wing Melancholia: Marxism,
History, and Memory (New Directions in Critical Theory) is simple to develop you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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