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Why do presidents and their advisors often make sub-optimal decisions on military intervention, escalation,
de-escalation, and termination of conflicts?

The leading concept of group dynamics, groupthink, offers one explanation: policy-making groups make
sub-optimal decisions due to their desire for conformity and uniformity over dissent, leading to a failure to
consider other relevant possibilities. But presidential advisory groups are often fragmented and divisive. This
book therefore scrutinizes polythink, a group decision-making dynamic whereby different members in a
decision-making unit espouse a plurality of opinions and divergent policy prescriptions, resulting in a
disjointed decision-making process or even decision paralysis.

The book analyzes eleven national security decisions, including the national security policy designed prior to
the terrorist attacks of 9/11, the decisions to enter into and withdraw from Afghanistan and Iraq, the 2007
"surge" decision, the crisis over the Iranian nuclear program, the UN Security Council decision on the Syrian
Civil War, the faltering Kerry Peace Process in the Middle East, and the U.S. decision on military operations
against ISIS.

Based on the analysis of these case studies, the authors address implications of the polythink phenomenon,
including prescriptions for avoiding and/or overcoming it, and develop strategies and tools for what they call
Productive Polythink. The authors also show the applicability of polythink to business, industry, and
everyday decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

The book The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria,
and ISIS gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make studying a book The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on
9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like start and read a book The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan,
Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Amber Weitz:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11,
Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS as the daily resource information.

Amanda Grant:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Polythink Syndrome: U.S.
Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS can be the answer, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Mary Killgore:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11,
Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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