
The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian
Religion and Culture)

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0824828216
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0824828216
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0824828216


The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and
Culture)

The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture)

The Linji lu (Record of Linji) has been an essential text of Chinese and Japanese Zen Buddhism for nearly a
thousand years. A compilation of sermons, statements, and acts attributed to the great Chinese Zen master
Linji Yixuan (d. 866), it serves as both an authoritative statement of Zen’s basic standpoint and a central
source of material for Zen koan practice. Scholars study the text for its importance in understanding both Zen
thought and East Asian Mahayana doctrine, while Zen practitioners cherish it for its unusual simplicity,
directness, and ability to inspire.

One of the earliest attempts to translate this important work into English was by Sasaki Shigetsu
(1882–1945), a pioneer Zen master in the U.S. and the founder of the First Zen Institute of America. At the
time of his death, he entrusted the project to his wife, Ruth Fuller Sasaki, who in 1949 moved to Japan and
there founded a branch of the First Zen Institute at Daitoku-ji. Mrs. Sasaki, determined to produce a
definitive translation, assembled a team of talented young scholars, both Japanese and Western, who in the
following years retranslated the text in accordance with modern research on Tang-dynasty colloquial
Chinese. As they worked on the translation, they compiled hundreds of detailed notes explaining every
technical term, vernacular expression, and literary reference. One of the team, Yanagida Seizan (later Japan’s
preeminent Zen historian), produced a lengthy introduction that outlined the emergence of Chinese Zen,
presented a biography of Linji, and traced the textual development of the Linji lu. The sudden death of Mrs.
Sasaki in 1967 brought the nearly completed project to a halt. An abbreviated version of the book was
published in 1975, but neither this nor any other English translations that subsequently appeared contain the
type of detailed historical, linguistic, and doctrinal annotation that was central to Mrs. Sasaki’s plan.

The materials assembled by Mrs. Sasaki and her team are finally available in the present edition of the
Record of Linji. Chinese readings have been changed to Pinyin and the translation itself has been revised in
line with subsequent research by Iriya Yoshitaka and Yanagida Seizan, the scholars who advised Mrs.
Sasaki. The notes, nearly six hundred in all, are almost entirely based on primary sources and thus retain
their value despite the nearly forty years since their preparation. They provide a rich context for Linji’s
teachings, supplying a wealth of information on Tang colloquial expressions, Buddhist thought, and Zen
history, much of which is unavailable anywhere else in English. This revised edition of the Record of Linji is
certain to be of great value to Buddhist scholars, Zen practitioners, and readers interested in Asian
Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Record of Linji
(Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion
and Culture)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Tessie Springfield:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Anthony Parker:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Record of Linji (Nanzan
Library of Asian Religion and Culture) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Brian Griffith:

You may get this The Record of Linji (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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