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How have the Jews survived? For millennia, they have defied odds by overcoming the travails of exile,
persecution, and recurring plans for their annihilation. Many have attempted to explain this singular success
asaresult of divine intervention. In this engaging book, David N. Myers charts the long journey of the Jews
through history. At the same time, it points to two unlikely-and decidedly this-worldly--factors to explain the
survival of the Jews:. antisemitism and assimilation. Usually regarded as grave dangers, these two factors
have continually interacted with one other to enable the persistence of the Jews. At every turn in their
history, not just in the modern age, Jews have adapted to new environments, cultures, languages, and social
norms. These bountiful encounters with host societies have exercised the cultural muscle of the Jews,
preventing the atrophy that would have occurred if they had not interacted so extensively with the non-
Jewish world. It is through these encounters--indeed, through a process of assimilation--that Jews cameto
develop distinct local customs, speak many different languages, and cultivate diverse musical, culinary, and
intellectual traditions.

L eft unchecked, the Jews well-honed ability to absorb from surrounding cultures might have led to their
disappearance. And yet, the route toward full and unbridled assimilation was checked by the nearly constant
presence of hatred toward the Jew. Anti-Jewish expression and actions have regularly accompanied Jews
throughout history. Part of the ironic success of antisemitism is its malleability, its talent in assuming new
forms and portraying the Jew in diverse and often contradictory images--for example, at once the arch-
capitalist and revolutionary Communist. Antisemitism not only served to blunt further assimilation, but, in a
paradoxical twist, affirmed the Jew's sense of difference from the host society. And thus together
assimilation and antisemitism (at least up to a certain limit) contribute to the survival of the Jews as a highly
adaptable and yet distinct group.
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From reader reviews:
Shannon Harvey:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to
missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Juan M cCain:

The book untitled Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain alot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very ssimple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Ida Johnson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Jewish
History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.

Michael Madden:

Y ou may get this Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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