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A revealing, interdisciplinary exploration of the brilliant visual quotations in the work of the
celebrated grand-manner portraitist

The work of portraitist John Singer Sargent (1856–1925) has come to epitomize the glamour and anxiety of
his age. In this innovative study, Bruce Redford reveals the web of visual quotations and references that
informed Sargent’s most ambitious paintings. Throughout his career, Sargent was recognized and rewarded
as a “Young Master” whose bravura portraits inspired comparison with the likes of Velázquez, Van Dyck,
and Reynolds. At the same time, his paintings responded to the stylistic experiments and cultural
preoccupations of a world on the cusp of modernity. Sargent achieved this complex synthesis through a
pictorial language composed of witty acts of allusion.
 
John Singer Sargent and the Art of Allusion offers the first sustained inquiry into the painter’s practice of
quotation—one that created a complex visual code. Through comparative analysis among thematic groupings
of portraits and analogous literary texts, Redford shows how Sargent devised and transmitted that code. The
result is an enhanced awareness of Sargent’s daring gamesmanship, his place in the history of portraiture,
and the dynamics of allusion in both art and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular John Singer Sargent and the Art of
Allusion book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Tom Baptist:

Here thing why this kind of John Singer Sargent and the Art of Allusion are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. John Singer Sargent and the Art of Allusion giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with John Singer Sargent
and the Art of Allusion. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of John Singer Sargent and the Art of Allusion in e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Armistead:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this John Singer Sargent and the Art of
Allusion book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Maria Green:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This John Singer Sargent and the Art of
Allusion can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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