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A magisterial new work that rewrites the story of America's founding

The American Revolution is often portrayed as an orderly, restrained rebellion, with brave patriots defending
their noble ideals against an oppressive empire. It’s a stirring narrative, and one the founders did their best to
encourage after the war. But as historian Holger Hoock shows in this deeply researched and elegantly written
account of America’s founding, the Revolution was not only a high-minded battle over principles, but also a
profoundly violent civil war—one that shaped the nation, and the British Empire, in ways we have only
begun to understand.

In Scars of Independence, Hoock writes the violence back into the story of the Revolution. American Patriots
persecuted and tortured Loyalists. British troops massacred enemy soldiers and raped colonial women.
Prisoners were starved on disease-ridden ships and in subterranean cells. African-Americans fighting for or
against independence suffered disproportionately, and Washington’s army waged a genocidal campaign
against the Iroquois. In vivid, authoritative prose, Hoock’s new reckoning also examines the moral dilemmas
posed by this all-pervasive violence, as the British found themselves torn between unlimited war and
restraint toward fellow subjects, while the Patriots documented war crimes in an ingenious effort to unify the
fledgling nation.

For two centuries we have whitewashed this history of the Revolution. Scars of Independence forces a more
honest appraisal, revealing the inherent tensions between moral purpose and violent tendencies in America’s
past. In so doing, it offers a new origins story that is both relevant and necessary—an important reminder
that forging a nation is rarely bloodless.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

The book Scars of Independence: America's Violent Birth gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Scars of
Independence: America's Violent Birth to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like wide open and read a guide Scars of Independence: America's Violent Birth. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Mildred Patton:

This Scars of Independence: America's Violent Birth tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Scars of Independence: America's Violent Birth can be
one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Scars of Independence: America's Violent Birth giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Jerry Gunnell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be study. Scars of Independence: America's Violent Birth can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Anita Rhodes:

This Scars of Independence: America's Violent Birth is completely new way for you who has interest to look
for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Scars of Independence:
America's Violent Birth can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to
get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along
with knowledge.
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