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Founded in the sixteenth century, the Demirdashiya Sufi order in Cairo has played an influential role in
Egypt's public life, and through a line of family sheikhs has channeled the impulses of its Sufi origins into
different types of reform. Practicing a visionary form of piety, the Demirdashiya once legendary for its
wealth and secrecy continues to influence a small but important segment of contemporary Cairo's
inhabitants. In this fascinating study, scholar Earle Waugh highlights the Demirdashiya's sophisticated and
complex relationship with both politics and Islamic culture.

As part of his research, Waugh attended the order's liturgies the dhikrs (remembrance) and khalwa (retreat)
normally closed to outsiders. During an annual khalwa, the adept silently meditates for three days in his own
cell. More than giving up human discourse, the mandated silence is a reordering of sensitivities to the divine,
and a path to insight into the many ways that God conveys Himself to humans.

Examining the role of the Demirdashiya in Egypt's history as well as its visionary piety, Visionaries of
Silence explores the dialectic between reform and vision in a stable Sufi order. It also probes how these
competing ideals were incorporated into the physical world of the zawiya, mosque, and living quarters, and
the extension of its influence in Europe through its most famous daughter, Qut al-Qulub, noted visionary
author and mother of the order's current sheikh.
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From reader reviews:

James Peterson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important usually. The book Visionaries of Silence: The Reformist Sufi Order of
the Demirdashiya al-Khalwatiya in Cairo ended up being making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Visionaries of Silence:
The Reformist Sufi Order of the Demirdashiya al-Khalwatiya in Cairo is not only giving you much more
new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Visionaries of Silence: The
Reformist Sufi Order of the Demirdashiya al-Khalwatiya in Cairo. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Daniel Hayes:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Visionaries of Silence: The
Reformist Sufi Order of the Demirdashiya al-Khalwatiya in Cairo book because this book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Earl Martinez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Visionaries of Silence: The Reformist Sufi Order of the Demirdashiya al-
Khalwatiya in Cairo this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
suited all of you.

Elizabeth Rogers:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Visionaries of Silence: The Reformist Sufi
Order of the Demirdashiya al-Khalwatiya in Cairo was bright colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Visionaries of Silence: The Reformist Sufi Order of the Demirdashiya al-
Khalwatiya in Cairo has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator



Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading that.
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